Small as an Elephant Takes Middle Readers on a Journey of Courage While Introducing Them to Coastal Maine  
Maine author Jennifer Jacobson’s new novel for children ages 9-14, “Small as an Elephant” shares a young boy’s inner strength as he travels from Acadia National Park to York Wild Animal Kingdom 

Cumberland, ME – February 8, 2011 -- Small as an Elephant is not Jennifer Jacobson’s first novel, but it is her first for middle readers aged 9-14. Scheduled for a March 8 release, the book shares the story of a young boy’s courage as he tries to balance his emotional needs with his unstable mother’s limitations, all while taking readers for a journey along coastal Maine.

“Middle readers are a wonderful audience for me, because everything seems to be unfolding for them. They are at an age when they are venturing beyond the familiar landscape of their childhood, and considering all the possibilities ahead,” says Jennifer Jacobson. “Small as an Elephant is my story about the courage needed to navigate this bittersweet time.”
Jacobson is a long-time resident of Maine, and Small as an Elephant shares many of her favorite Downeast places with readers, including Echo Lake, Bar Harbor, the LL Bean Explorer bus on Mt. Desert Island, the Trenton Lobster Pound, the LL Bean Outlet Store in Ellsworth, and Camden. 

According to Kirkus Reviews, in Small as an Elephant, “…Jacobson masterfully puts readers into Jack’s mind…” The book also has been chosen to appear on the Spring 2011 Kids' Indie Next List -- "Inspired Recommendations for Kids from Indie Booksellers."

Small as an Elephant will be released on March 8 from publisher Candlewick Press, and will include a website with interactive features where young readers can follow Jack on his journey, and learn about the stops on the way. 

About Jennifer Richard Jacobson

Jennifer Richard Jacobson is a writer, teacher, educational consultant, editor, and speaker. She writes in many genres, from children’s fiction to adult nonfiction. Among her books for younger readers are the Andy Shane early chapter books, illustrated by Abby Carter, and the Young Adult novels Stained and The Complete History of Why I Hate Her, which was chosen by the American Library Association as one of its 2011 Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. Jennifer lives in Cumberland, Maine. For more information about her, or to schedule her for a visit to your school or library, visit http://www.jenniferjacobson.com.
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Jacket Copy from Small as an Elephant

When eleven-year-old Jack Martel crawls out of his pup tent on the first morning of his camping trip with his mom in Acadia National Park, he notices right away that something isn’t right. Where is his mom’s tent, and their rental car? And where is his mom? Any other kid might panic, might even go to the police. But Jack isn’t like other kids. And his mom isn’t like other moms.

Jack knows that it’s up to him to find his mom before someone figures out what’s happened and separates them forever. But finding his mom in the state of Maine isn’t the same as finding her in their neighborhood back in Boston. With nothing but a small plastic elephant to keep him company, Jack begins his search, starting with all the places they’d planned to visit together. But as the search drags on, a dark thought plagues him: Once he finds his mom, will he ever be able to forgive her?
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